January-February, 2017  Riverside UMC Reminder

IGNITE INVITE INVOLVE

Nehemiah was cup bearer to King Artaxerxes when his brother came from Jerusalem with a report
e W = of the Temple and the city walls still being in ruin. The king noticed he was sad in his presence and
BWOTHE asked why. When Nehemiah responded that the city of his fathers was in ruins the king asked what
popﬁ[S)TE?zFNsGs he wanted. Nehemiah asked to be sent to rebuild the city. The king granted his wish and provided

timber to help with the rebuilding and an army escort for safe travel.
When Nehemiah arrived in Jerusalem he waited three days and then did an inspection of the city at night because
he had not told anyone “what [his] God had put in [his] heart to do for Jerusalem”(Nehemiah 2:12). The Message
translates his report in 2:17-18:

“Face it: we’re in a bad way here. Jerusalem is a wreck; its gates are burned up. Come—Iet’s build the wall of Jerusalem and not
live with this disgrace any longer.” I told them how God was supporting me and how the king was backing me up.

They said, “We're with you. Let’s get started.” They rolled up their sleeves, ready for the good work.

When Nehemiah said, “You see the trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies in ruins with its gates burned,” he was

not describing his personal agenda but assessing the common situation faced by all the people. Unless the reality
can be described honestly, progress is impossible. “Nothing is more limiting to a group,” says Peter Senge, “than
the inability to talk about the truth.”

The truth is Riverside is an aging congregation in an aging building. Of the 23 church surveys returned so far 18
of the respondents are over 65 years old. 14 of those responding to the question “If you could describe your
dream for our church in one sentence, what would it be?” mentioned growing and involving youth. 15 of those
responding to the question “What do you think is our church’s greatest weakness?” mentioned the lack of children
and youth.

In response to the question, “What do you think is our church’s greatest strength?” 9 mentioned friendliness and
caring for one another, 7 mentioned missions and caring for the wider community and 2 mentioned prayer.

Our governing council set two goals for 2017. 1. Increase average worship attendance to 120 people by A. Getting
more involved in our neighborhood and B. Getting more involved in our City. 2. Expand and improve small
groups by A. Adding 2 small groups and B. Promoting existing small groups.

Please pray for God’s wisdom, grace, and guidance as we continue to seek God’s will for Riverside and seek to
fulfill our mission:

Riverside United Methodist Church ignites faith, invites others, and involves service.

The mission of the United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world. (Matthew 28:18-20)

We are on the servant journey toward unity with God and the fullness of Christ. (John 17:20-23, Ephesians
4:11-13, Philippians 3:8-14)

We are transforming individual lives in community to bear the fruit of the Spirit which is love, joy,
peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. (Galatians 5:22-23).

Remember that God used Nehemiah, a cup bearer to the king, to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem and God used
Abram and Sarai in their old age to create a great nation that has become a blessing to all the families of the earth
(Genesis 12:1-3). What will you do to help us reach our goals for 2017? What will God use you to do in 2017?

Shalom in Christ,

Jobia
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After Epiphany: The Great Invitation Worship Series

In Advent which begins four Sundays before Christmas and ends on Christmas Eve we prepare to celebrate
the birth of Jesus and to welcome his second coming. Although we are accustomed to celebrating Christmas
on a single day, in both Christian tradition and on the Church calendar, the Christmas season lasts from
sundown on December 24 (Christmas Eve) through Epiphany of the Lord (January 6). This is sometimes
popularly referred to as "the twelve days of Christmas." Epiphany celebrates the arrival of the wise men and
their acknowledgement that Jesus came for all the peoples of the earth. The Season After Epiphany begins
January 7 and lasts until Ash Wednesday. The purpose of the Season after Epiphany is to prepare us as a
congregation for our work of preparing people to live out the way of Jesus during the season of Lent that
follows. We are to use this liturgical season to extend the great invitation to others to come and see who
Jesus is.

January 8 Baptism of the Lord: “The Heavens Are Opened” Matthew 3:13-17
January 15 “Come and See” John 1:29-42
January 22 “Follow Me” Matthew 4:12-23
January 29 “#Blessed” Matthew 5:1-12
February 5 “Salt and Light and Righteousness Abounding” Matthew 5:13-20
February 12 “This, Not That” Matthew 5:21-37
February 19 “And Now Your Reward” Matthew 5:38-48
February 26 Transfiguration of the Lord: “Shine!” Matthew 17:1-9

Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart for...
Barry Turner for working on various heaters throughout the church building.

Everyone who came out to work on the church grounds on Nov. 16.

Alan McGee for all the work he did relocating the shrubs that would have been destroyed during the Neely
reconstruction and replanting them to the Community Garden.

Barry Turner for repairing the mechanism that makes the Star/Cross & Crown operate on top of the church.

Those who lit the Advent Candle Wreath each Sunday during Advent: Frank & Betty Campbell, Jenny
Burgess & Sally Wetzel, Ron & Pat Brown & the Lee family.

Judy Turner & Missi Young for designing a beautiful Advent theme on the bulletin board in the lobby.

Notes To and From Our Church Family

To my family: I am truly grateful for all my (church) family for all of your prayers and support I have been
given. I am truly blessed. Thank you all, again. Have a blessed day. Passiton. .Alan McGee

Thank you to the wonderful Riverside Choir for their Christmas gift. You are all so special to me! Julia Pittenger

Pastor John, We are very thankful for you and your church. Not only for sharing your church with our
congregation, but also for the loving and supportive way you and your congregation have done so! May you,
your family and your congregation have a VERY BLESSED HOLIDAY SEASON!  _Adan and Greg, [Remedy
City Chureh]

Thank you for the financial donation to Covenant Partners Ministries. We appreciate your faithful support of
this ministry. God bless you.  Pastor Linda and everyone at Covenant Partners Ministries
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Sunday School

There are three Sunday School classes that meet at RUMC.
All of these classes welcome new participants.

Add-a-Link is taking a Holiday Hiatus and will resume
Sunday School on January 8th with the topic:
Proving the Trinity: Piece o’ Cake
8:30 am, Main Level, Room: 204
Leader: Fritz Dolak

Master’s Charges, Upper Level 302, following worship
Studying Bill Hybels book “Too Busy Not to Pray.”

Leader: January and February Karen Blank

Builder’s Class, 8:30 am, Main Level, Room 203
Leader: Florence Shelby

Sunday Morning Fellowship

Because of our wonderful volunteers we are enjoying coffee and snacks while fellowshipping with others in the
Joseph W. Rankin Library on Sunday mornings. Please add your name to the sign-up sheet in the library. Tom
and Janet Schamp will be happy to show you how to operate the coffee brewer.

News from the Missions Team

Thanks to your generous contributions of $1,345.00 to Heifer as of December 23 we were able to purchase a
share or 1/10th of a heifer, 2 lamas, 1 pig, 4 flocks of chicks, 1 flock of ducks, honeybees, a trio and a share or
1/6" of a trio of rabbits, 1 sheep and 7 shares or 7/12ths of a sheep, 2 goats and a share of 1/12" of a goat, and
gave $245.00 to be used where needed. Not only were we able to help Heifer purchase all of these animals there
was a match and our giving was doubled. And since the Heifer model is for the families who receive an animal to
pass on an animal and this happens an average of 9 times our gifts keep on giving. “This service that you perform
is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to
God” (2 Corinthians 9:12).

In December $1,500 was sent to both Sierra Leone and Sarah Turner in Eleuthera, Bahamas to complete our 2016
goal. Riverside provided workers for the Food Pantry and Inside/Out Kitchen. We also provided Covenant
Partners with items for their Christmas store.

On Sunday, January 22, we will provide a lunch for the Garden at Main Street. Watch for ways to help with this
outreach. In February we will have our first 2017 Mission Lunch and collect money for the M&M jars. Keep

filling your jars as this is a great way to support our Mission projects.

Our Christmas Eve Bishop’s offering of $480 will support ministries with children in Indiana and around the
world in the name of Jesus whose birth we celebrate.

Thank you Riverside for your Giving Spirit — you bless many others.
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Covenant Partners Ministry

Supply Bags Due Dates
Monday, January 23
Monday, February 20

Please put the following in a paper bag with handles:
1 hand soap, 1 dish washing liquid,
1 box of tissues, 4 rolls of toilet paper,
1 small bottle/box laundry detergent,
1 bottle of shampoo

WalaMi | e i n My Shoes

Saturday, February 11, 2017 is the annual Walk-a-Mile fund raising event. If you’ve attended in the past then
you already know the thrill and pride you feel as you are walking alongside your friends and neighbors as you
support the people who call the Muncie Mission their home. We all meet at 8:00am at the Muncie Central
Fieldhouse to get registered, and the walk to the Mission begins at 9:00am. Information regarding how you

can donate will be available at the church. For more information click the following link:
www.walkformunciemission.com

Boy Scout Troop 1

This fall our scouts have earned 6 merit badges, and 5 rank advancements. (3) tenderfoot, (1) second class, (1) first
class. They will receive their badges at a Court of Honor on Monday, January 16. Jonathan Serf has to complete a
few items on Eagle his project and he will be ready for his Eagle board of review. Two other scouts are working
to complete their Eagle requirements. The winter camporee will be January 27 at Camp Redwing. February 25
Troop 1 runs the concession stand at the Train Show as a fundraiser.
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Bb nggles Our Cardmal U‘nlted Methodlst Mlnlstrles campus pastor in cooperatlon
with the Coalition for Christian Outreach and our North Muncie Cluster of the United
Methodist Church, is Making Differences in Students' Lives at Ball State.

I have developed friendships that will last forever, become more confident in myself
and grown deeper in my walk with Christ. | would not be where | am today
without the support and love from the Riggles and my CCO family.

Ellie Smith
Senior, Elementary Education

What a privilege and an honor to create a place for students to discover who they are and who God is calling them to
become. Just a few days ago, one of our Freshman students shared on social media about her journey this semester:

I could spend a lot of time explaining right now how my anxiety affects me but...getting
involved in organizations like...the CCO has really helped me find myself and a safe place to be.

Other stories to celebrate from 2016

1 Kasey, a recent graduate, now works full-time as the Children's Ministry Director and Youth Pastor at a partner
church and still assists with BSU CCO

1 Marissa, Kendall and Sarah helped pioneer a CCO Cross-Cultural Mission Trip to Florida

1 Asia, a senior Communication Major served as a ministry intern in LA and is a manager for the BSU Women's
Basketball team -- leading Bible Studies and sharing Jesus with peers

1 Michael, a student leader that graduated this week from the School of Nursing, continues to shape and refine his
understanding of the Bible and his call to be a servant leader among his colleagues

1 Gilles, a student from Cameroon, is finding victory as he wrestles with how to be a faithful witness while working
on his PhD in Environmental Science

As we invite students to home groups, Dinner & Discipleship, Faith & Work Forums, Fall Retreats and the Jubilee
conference, we invest in their spiritual formation and equip them to minister on campus and in their local churches. We
are praying to expand our reach to and through students on campus and throughout the community for 2017.
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(r Woodcarving & Crafts 2

meet the 1st. 3rd. and 5th Thursday’s
of each month at
10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.

QUILTERS

There is now a quilting group that meets in Room 101 at the same time the
Woodcarvers meet in Fellowship Hall. This is a group comprised of quilters from
Covenant Partners and from Riverside. They meet on the 1%, 3 and 5" Thursdays
of each month from 10:00 am to noon. All quilters, regardless of experience, are
welcome to attend.

CLOSE KNIT FRIENDS

The Riverside knitters have been meeting each Tuesday evening from 7:00-8:00
upstairs in room 301. Anyone with an interest in knitting is welcome to join this
delightful intergenerational group. Some are just learning to knit, beginning with
a dish cloth. Other more experienced knitters work on prayer shawls. And some
are continuing with projects that were already underway when we began meeting.
There is always someone to help with a dropped stitch or “confused needles.”
In spite of the differences in our ages and abilities, we have some things in
common: We enjoy the company of other knitters and sharing in this spirit filled endeavor. What a
blessing! All knitters are welcome each Tuesday from 7:00-8:00 pm.

Winter Lay Academy

Learning and leading courses fulfill a two-fold purpose. They equip all of us to become better Christian
leaders, and they provide advanced courses for Lay Speaking Ministries. If you are not currently a lay speaker
you may be interested in pursuing that office once you have completed the courses.

The emphases in Lay Speaking Ministries are LEADING, CARING and COMMUNICATING. We all need
good communication skills to lead others and share our faith stories, but YOU ARE NOT EXPECTED TO
PREACH (unless that is your desire) after taking a lay speaking or learning and leading course. The dates are
Feb 5 through Feb 19 at RUMC from 2:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Registration forms can be found on the table in
the Narthex.

Weather Related Church Closing Information

The Trustees wish to advise you that if the city declares a snow or other emergency and requests that travel be
restricted to essential or emergency travel only, Sunday services will be cancelled. This would also pertain to any
meetings scheduled during the week. We, however, encourage you to use good judgment when the streets and
roads are hazardous to travel on when a State of Emergency has not been declared.

If you cancel a meeting, please contact Tom Schamp (765) 749-4410. He will contact WLBC 104.1, WTHR Ch 13
and Fox59 Ch 11. An e-mail will be sent to those who have given their e-mail address to the church. If possible, an
announcement will also be placed on the church’s answering machine. If in doubt, please call the church 288-4257
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or Pastor Young at 288-3826 or his cell at 278-8733. Committee chairs may also consider establishing a telephone
chain calling procedure for their committee.

If a snow or other emergency prohibiting travel is not declared we will have church for those who can make it
safely to Riverside. If you do not feel safe traveling to church, please stay home. If you have a responsibility at
church for the Sunday in question, please stay home, but notify the church of your decision to do so. That will keep
us from worrying about you being stuck in the snow and allow us to recruit a replacement among those who are
able to travel. You don’t have to be in church to worship God. Jesus in John 4 tells the Samaritan woman that
location doesn’t matter. We are to “worship the Father in spirit and truth” (John 4:23). However, Luke tells us that
“on the Sabbath day [Jesus] went into the synagogue, as was his custom “(Luke 4:16). And Hebrews 10:25
admonishes us “Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”

Remi nder
“Unhanging” of the Greens
Saturday, January 7, at 10:00 am

2017 Greeter Schedule

Date Outside Door Inside Door Sanctuary Mingler
Jan 1 Ron Brown Dick Murray Wilma Grile
Jan 8 | Gary Shadoin Marge Salisbury Barry Turner
Jan 15 | Frank Campbell Betty Campbell Fred Wallace
Jan 22 | Herb Blank Karen Blank Sandy Abbott
Jan 29 | Darwin Keyton Linda Keyton Sandy Jordan
Feb 5 | Larry Campbell Nancy Campbell Jenny Burgess
Feb 12 | Mark Clevenger Sara Mitchell Amy Clevenger
Feb 19 | Dick Murray Jan Johnson Mary Schumacher
Feb 26 | Susan Reno Lynn Wright Cindy Miller
March 5 | Frank Campbell Betty Campbell Wilma Grile
March 12 | Ron Brown Leta Settle Pat Brown
March 19 | Gary Shadoin Janet Schamp Kay Rankin
March 26 | Barry Turner Judy Turner Sandy Hunter
April 2 | Mark Clevenger Marlene Boyer Amy Clevenger
April 9 | Nellie Campbell Sara Mitchell Bill Campbell
Easter | Bob Harrison Sharon Harrison Susan Reno
April 23 | Mick Phelps Jan Phelps Mary Schumacher
April 30 | Dick Murray Jan Johnson Beverly Reese
May 7 | Russelbteed Cheryl Steed Laura Shadoin
May 14 | Dick Murray Jan Johnson Hester Mitchell
May 21 | Gary Shadoin Lynn Wright Cindy Miller
May 28 | Barry Turner Judy Turner
June 4 | Ron Brown Pat Brown Mary Schumacher
June 11 | Fred Wallace Wilma Grile Kay Rankin
Junel8 | Bob Harrison Sharon Harrison Marlene Boyer
June 25 | Susan Reno Leta Settle Sandy Jordan

Riverside United Methodist Churchignites

Thanks to everyone who serves as Greeters, Hosts and Minglers throughout the year.

This is one of the most important ministries we have at Riverside.

Faith - Invites Others - Involves Service
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Prayer Concerns List

The Prayer Web is usually mailed on Monday or Tuesday. If you do not receive this email or snail mail, and
would like to, please contact the office. Prayer concerns are not limited to Sunday mornings. If you have a
concern during the week, call the office at 288-4257 or email john.yvoung@inumec.org or call his cell at 278-8733
for that concern to be placed on the prayer web.

Caring Friends Card List

“Caring Friends” is a group meets the first Monday of each month at 3:00 pm to reach out to people through cards, visits, flowers
to hospital/home, and in other special ways.

Pat Ashcraft, The Hearth at Tudor Gardens, 11755 N Michigan Rd Apt 234, Zionsville, IN 46077-9325
Mary Ann Beuoy, Palmer Hills, 2617 Maplecrest Rd, Apt 116 Bettendorf, 1A 52722-7807 (563-742-1985)

Wilma Carney, 1600 N Walnut St, Muncie 47303

Maurice and Nancy Carver, 9509 N. Sugarwood Court, Muncie, IN 47303
Julia Cougill, 1812 E 17t St, Muncie 47302

Florence Irey-Crum, ¢/o Melinda Franz, 2807 W. Woodbridge, Muncie, IN 47304
(mother of Julia Pittenger/Susan Reno)
Kay Fatling, Brookdale Place at Willow Lake, 2725 Lake Circle Dr . #216, Indianapolis 46268
Don Fields, 121 1st Avenue NW, Carmel, IN 46032, (father of Missi Young)
Jerry and Ann Golden, 7430 W CR 550 South, Daleville IN 47334
Dorothy Hawkins, Lynd House, 2401 E McGalliard, Room 108, Muncie, IN 47303
Nadine Johnson, 4100 N Morrison Rd, Muncie, IN 47304 (mother of Judy Turner)
Betty Lacey, ¢/o Kim Fogle, 405 S Motrison, Apt 122, Muncie, IN 47304

Roberta Phelps, Park Place Room 106, 359 Randolph St, Parker City, IN 47368, (mother of Mick Phelps)
Rex and Donna Pittenger, 5801 W Bethel Ave, #531, Muncie, IN 47304

Jerry & JoAnne Thomas, 3108 S. Walnut, Yorktown, IN 47396
Norm Thompson, 708 S Rambler Road, Muncie, IN 47304
Sarah Turner, ¢/o Agape Flights GHB 27997, 100 Airport Avenue, Venice, FL 34285

Melissa Wallace, 1412 W. Tree Lane, Muncie, IN 47302, (daughter of Fred and Elaine Wallace)
Louise Whitaker, 5801 W Bethel Ave #501, Muncie 47304

February

January 4™ Mary Schumacher

2" Mary Jane Eiler 5™ Joan Strait

3" Laura Shadoin 7™ Darwin Keyton
15"  Kay Farling 8" Shirley Modesitt
30" Joe Speece 9" Inga Hill

31%  Jordan Murphy 15" Joyce Kendall
19" Bill Campbell

21%  Betty Bailey

Anni versa
Tom and Janet Schamp  February 26
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