Riverside United Methodist Church
The Thirteenth Sunday of Pentecost • August 23, 2020 • 9:30 AM
** The people will rise in body or spirit.

GATHERING
Gathering Music

Daniel Kuhn, piano

Call to Worship
**Opening Hymn

Great Is Thy Faithfulness
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1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
there is no shadow of turning with thee;
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. R

Refrain
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided;
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. R

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! R

**Invocation
Gathering the Community

Rebecca Dorn

Exchange of Peace
THE WORD
Hebrew Reading Exodus 1:8-2:10

Kay Rankin, liturgist

Now a new king came to power in Egypt who didn’t know Joseph. He said to his people, “The Israelite people are now larger in number
and stronger than we are. Come on, let’s be smart and deal with them. Otherwise, they will only grow in number. And if war breaks out,
they will join our enemies, fight against us, and then escape from the land.” As a result, the Egyptians put foremen of forced work gangs
over the Israelites to harass them with hard work. They had to build storage cities named Pithom and Rameses for Pharaoh. But the
more they were oppressed, the more they grew and spread, so much so that the Egyptians started to look at the Israelites with disgust
and dread. So the Egyptians enslaved the Israelites. They made their lives miserable with hard labor, making mortar and bricks, doing
field work, and by forcing them to do all kinds of other cruel work. The king of Egypt spoke to two Hebrew midwives named Shiphrah
and Puah: “When you are helping the Hebrew women give birth and you see the baby being born, if it’s a boy, kill him. But if it’s a gir l,
you can let her live.” Now the two midwives respected God so they didn’t obey the Egyptian king’s order. Instead, they let the baby boys
live. So the king of Egypt called the two midwives and said to them, “Why are you doing this? Why are you letting the baby boys live?”
The two midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because Hebrew women aren’t like Egyptian women. They’re much stronger and give birth before

any midwives can get to them.” So God treated the midwives well, and the people kept on multiplying and became very strong. And
because the midwives respected God, God gave them households of their own. Then Pharaoh gave an order to all his people: “Throw
every baby boy born to the Hebrews into the Nile River, but you can let all the girls live.” Now a man from Levi’s household married a
Levite woman. The woman became pregnant and gave birth to a son. She saw that the baby was healthy and beautiful, so she hid him
for three months. When she couldn’t hide him any longer, she took a reed basket and sealed it up with black tar. She put the child in
the basket and set the basket among the reeds at the riverbank. The baby’s older sister stood watch nearby to see what would happen
to him. Pharaoh’s daughter came down to bathe in the river, while her women servants walked along beside the river. She saw the
basket among the reeds, and she sent one of her servants to bring it to her. When she opened it, she saw the child. The boy was crying,
and she felt sorry for him. She said, “This must be one of the Hebrews’ children.” Then the baby’s sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter,
“Would you like me to go and find one of the Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” Pharaoh’s daughter agreed, “Yes, do that.”
So the girl went and called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I’ll pay you for
your work.” So the woman took the child and nursed it. After the child had grown up, she brought him back to Pharaoh’s daughter, who
adopted him as her son. She named him Moses, “because,” she said, “I pulled him out of the water.”

Special Music
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
And now, with the confidence of children of God, we are bold to pray the prayer Christ has taught us, saying:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our
daily bread. Forgive our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

**Gradual

Holy Spirit, Truth Divine

1 Holy Spirit, Truth divine,
dawn upon this soul of mine;
Word of God and inward light,
wake my spirit, clear my sight.
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2 Holy Spirit, Love divine,
glow within this heart of mine;
kindle every high desire;
perish self in thy pure fire.

**Gospel Reading Matthew 19:13-15 (CEB)
One:
All:
One:
All:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church
Come, Holy Spirit.
A reading from the Gospel of Matthew
Glory to you, O God.

Now when Jesus came to the area of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Human One is?” They replied,
“Some say John the Baptist, others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the other prophets.” He said, “And what about you? Who
do you say that I am?” Simon Peter said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Then Jesus replied, “Happy are you, Simon son
of Jonah, because no human has shown this to you. Rather my Father who is in heaven has shown you. I tell you that you are Peter. And
I’ll build my church on this rock. The gates of the underworld won’t be able to stand against it. I’ll give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven. Anything you fasten on earth will be fastened in heaven. Anything you loosen on earth will be loosened in heaven.” Then he
ordered the disciples not to tell anybody that he was the Christ.
One: Living Spirit, Living Word
All:
Thanks be to God!

**Response

Holy Spirit, Truth Divine

3 Holy Spirit, Power divine,
fill and nerve this will of mine;
grant that I may strongly live,
bravely bear, and nobly strive.
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4 Holy Spirit, Right divine,
King within my conscience reign;
be my Lord, and I shall be
firmly bound, forever free.

Sermon

The Rev. Kevin Smigielski

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
Invitation to Giving
Offertory Hymn

Be Still, My Soul

1 Be still, my soul: the Lord is on your side.
Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain;
leave to your God to order and provide;
in every change God faithful will remain.
Be still, my soul: your best, your heavenly friend
through thorny ways leads to a joyful end.
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2 Be still, my soul: you God will undertake
to guide the future, as in ages past.
Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake;
all now mysterious shall be bright at last.
Be still my soul: the waves and winds still know
the Christ who ruled them while he dwelt below.

3 Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on
when we shall be forever with the Lord,
when disappointment, grief, and fear are gone,
sorrow forgot, love’s purest joys restored.
Be still, my soul, when change and tears are past,
all safe and blessed we shall meet at last.

**Prayer of Thanksgiving

SENDING
**Closing Hymn

Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus
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1 Stand up, stand up for Jesus, ye soldiers of the cross;
lift high his royal banner, it must not suffer loss.
From victory unto victory his army shall he lead,
till every foe is vanquished, and Christ is Lord indeed.

2 Stand up, stand up for Jesus, the trumpet call obey;
forth to the mighty conflict, in this his glorious day.
Ye that are brave now serve him against unnumbered foes;
let courage rise with danger, and strength to strength oppose.

3 Stand up, stand up for Jesus, stand in his strength alone;
the arm of flesh shall fail you, ye dare not trust your own.
Put on the gospel armor, each piece put on with prayer;
where duty calls or danger, be never wanting there.

4 Stand up, stand up for Jesus, the strife will not be long;
this day the noise of battle, the next the victor’s song.
To those who vanquish evil a crown of life shall be;
they with the King of Glory shall reign eternally.

**Benediction
Sending Music

Daniel Kuhn, piano

Announcements this Week

